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rights to the Jews may lead to new disturbances and com-
plications, thus defeating its purpose.   I repeat, problems
involving the historical prejudices of the masses which are
based on race peculiarities, can be solved only by degrees
and slowly.   In these matters one should avoid disturbing
the equilibrum, even though it should be a temporary and
artificial equilibrium.   A body politic is a living organism,
and one must be exceedingly cautious in operating upon it.
The anti-Jewish legislation of 1882 is identified with the
name of Count N. R Ignatyev,   He did much harm to the
country by pursuing a ruthless anti-Jewish policy.   Such an
ultra-conservative but intelligent statesman as was Count
Tolstoy, Minister of the Interior under Alexander III,
would not have committed this mistake.   He did not suc-
ceed in undoing Ignatyev's work, but he refrained from fol-
lowing in his footsteps.    After Tolstoy's  death, L K.
Durnovo resumed Ignatyev's policy, although he was on the
best of terms with some of the Jewish millionaires.  A man
of very limited intelligence, he was prompted to take this
course of 'action by his desire to please the Court cama-
rilla, where the spirit of Jew-baiting was at that time pre-
dominant.   But it is Plehve who was the leading spirit of
the anti-Jewish policy and the author of all the anti-Jewish
laws and administrative measures both under Ignatyev and
Durnovo.    Personally he had nothing against the Jews.
This I know from my numerous talks with him on the
subject of the Jewish question.   He possessed enough in-
telligence to understand that he was following an essen-
tially wrong policy.   But it pleased Grand Duke Sergey
Alexandrovich and apparently His Majesty.   Consequently,
Plehve exerted himself to the utmost.
The "pogroms," that peculiar feature of the Jewish ques-
tion in Russia, raged with particular violence under Ignat-
yev. Count Tolstoy at once put an end to them. UndeTr
Plehve the tide of pogroms' again rose high. Especially